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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 

May 

2nd – 3rd – Missouri 

Concrete Conference 

 

11th—Evening Board 

Election and Kickoff 

Party 

 

June 

1st—ASCE Presents: 

“Dream Big” at Union 

Station IMAX 

 

23rd—YMG Royals 

Tailgate 

 

August 

11th—Annual ASCE 

Charity Golf 

Tournament 

 

DREAM BIG PREMIERE 

 

The IMAX film 

Dream Big is 

coming to Kansas 

City! ASCE Kansas 

City Section will 

host a benefit 

premiere on June 

1st at Union 

Station. Community 

leaders and 

engineering 

professionals in 

attendance will be 

encouraged to 

sponsor future 

Dream Big 

showings in the 

Kansas City area.  

The Extreme 

Screen Theatre at 

Union Station will 

play the film for 

several months and 

ASCE Kansas City 

will coordinate 

other showings 

throughout the 2017-2018 school year. Imagine hundreds of showings 

impacting thousands of K-12 students - and we need you to make it 

happen! Please visit our website to learn more about potential 

sponsorship: 

http://www.kcengineers.org/dreambig/ 

April 2017 

http://www.kcengineers.org/dreambig/
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From the President 

The month of May marks an end to my 

term as President of the Kansas City 

Section of ASCE, and as a member of the 

Board.  Time flies when you’re busy and 

having fun.  I still remember the phone call 

while I was on a family vacation, from 

Alysen Abel in Spring 2011, when she was 

on the Nominating Committee, looking for 

candidates for the next term of open Board 

positions.   At the time, I was the 

Membership Chair, and I’m glad I accepted 

the nomination, because it has been 

rewarding to support the section in all of the great things it does. 

The incoming Board led by Mike Winckler (City of Independence) will 

have challenges ahead of them, but I know there are many eager 

members ready to fill open chair positions, and we have four (4) 

Board positions to fill during our Election and Kickoff meeting on the 

evening of May 11th at Cleaver & Cork in Power & Light District.  In 

the coming year, we have the “Dream Big” events, MO & KS 

Infrastructure Reports Cards, and we begin preparing for the 100-

year anniversary of our Section in 2021. 

Since the last Newsletter, on March 2nd KSPE hosted ASCE for a 

luncheon as Cinzetti’s, where Cameron McGown (HNTB) spoke on 

“The Evolution of Tolling”. 

On March 14th APWA hosted ASCE for luncheon at Californo’s, 

where Andy Sauer (Burns & McDonnell) spoke on “Implementing 

Envision for More Sustainable Public Infrastructure Projects”. 

 

2016-2017 ASCE Directors 

John Blancett, PE 
President 

jblancett@HNTB.com 

Ph. 816-527-2539 

Valerie McCaw, PE 
1st  Vice President Treasurer 

vmccaw@vsmkc.com 

Ph. 816-914-1788 

Mike Winckler 
Continuing Director  Awards 

mwinckler@indepmo.org 

Ph. 816-325-7619 

Oswaldo Bravo 
2nd Year Director - Continuing Ed. 

obravo@terracon.com 

Ph. 913-998-7382 

Mo Ibrawish 
1st year Director - Technical 

Committees 

m_ibrawish@geotechnology.com 

Ernesto Longoria, PE 
Associate Member Director -  

UMKC Advisor 

ernie.longoria@opkansas.org 

Ph. 913-895-6258 
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On April 11th the Society President-Elect Kristina Swallow visited Kansas City, where her 

and I met with the UMKC Student Chapter of ASCE; we took a tour of the Linda Hall Library 

with Eric Ward and Benjamin Gross, and at our annual awards luncheon meeting at the 

Plaza III restaurant she presented various and Life Member awards, and she spoke on 

ASCE’s three (3) primary Initiatives: Raising the Bar, Sustainability, and the Grand 

Challenge. 
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If you ever have any questions or 

comment, please do not hesitate to 

contact me (jblancett@hntb.com) or 

our incoming President Mike 

Winckler (Mwinckler@indepmo.org). 

Thanks again for your support 

through the years, 

John Blancett, PE, ENV SP 

President, Kansas City Section 

ASCE 

 
Engineer of the Year Award 

The Section Awards Committee is pleased to recognize 

Sheryl Gallagher, P.E., D.GE. as the Kansas City ASCE 

Engineer of the Year.  Sheryl has served as an exemplary 

leader with the American Society of Civil Engineers Kansas 

City Section for over the last seven years. 

In 2013-2014, Sheryl served as the President of the Kansas 

City Section and led the organization exemplarily. Additionally, 

Sheryl has continued to provide strong advocacy for our 

infrastructure within the state of Missouri by being the Kansas 

City Section champion and continuously participating on the 

Legislative Fly-In to Washington D.C. for these annual visits.  

Sheryl remains involved within our Kansas City Section by 

chairing the 2018 Infrastructure Report Card Committee for 

Kansas and Missouri. 

Sheryl serves as the Geotechnical Department Manager in Kansas City of Geotechnology, Inc. 

Before that, she worked in Chicago, IL and Toledo, OH regions for several years. She enjoys 

mentoring, training and working with younger engineers. Sheryl received her master’s degree 

in civil engineering from The University of Kansas and her bachelor’s degree in civil 

engineering from South Dakota School of Mines and Technology. 

In early 2017, Sheryl received the recognition as a Diplomate, Geotechnical Engineer from the 

ASCE Geo-Professional Board Certification. This board was created in 2008 to recognize 

engineers who have an advanced degree of knowledge and expertise in the specialized field 

of geotechnical engineering and are recognized as respected and professionals within the field 

of civil engineering.  There are slightly more than 330 engineers worldwide who have been 

awarded this prestigious status, and Sheryl is one of those individuals.  

mailto:jblancett@hntb.com
mailto:Mwinckler@indepmo.org
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Project of the Year Award 
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Government / Public Relations Committee 
 
2017 ASCE Fly-In 

Every March, ASCE members from 

around the nation descend onto 

Washington, D.C. for the Annual Fly-In.  

This year, over 200 members from 49 

states made the trip to talk to Congress 

and their staff to advocate for issues 

impacting Civil Engineers and the 

nation.   

This year’s issues of concern were the 

release of the 2017 Infrastructure 

Report Card, a request to pass 

appropriations for fiscal year 2017 and 

2018 to release funds at the end of 

2017 approved for the FAST Act and 

WRDA/WIIN acts and to highlight the 

importance of keeping tax-exempt municipal bonds. 

The 2017 Infrastructure Report Card (http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org) examines how 

America’s infrastructure rates in 16 different categories.  Overall the U.S. infrastructure 

earned a grade of D+ or near failing.  Lack of investment and maintenance as taken it’s toll 

on the system and would require nearly $3.9 trillion to bring it up to an A.   

(https://youtu.be/4TdPpjevNSE) 

Another message that ASCE members took 

to Washington was to request Congress to 

pass appropriations bills for fiscal year 2017 

and 2018 to release funding of projects 

under the FAST Act and WRDA/WIIN Acts.  

At the end of 2017, Congress approved both 

bills, but needed to also pass the 

appropriations part of the bills.  

Appropriations are what authorizes spending 

for passed bills.  The approved 2017 

legislation identified the spending levels and 

funding sources for the Acts.  Failure to 

provide the appropriations will result in 

delaying projects for both surface 

transportation and water resources (Corps of 

Engineers projects, Port projects, floodplain, 

drinking water, and wastewater treatment, 

dams and levees). 

http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/
https://youtu.be/4TdPpjevNSE
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=797E0D1B-ABF5-4DF7-869A-3836356CD3C6
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The last issue was related to tax-exempt municipal bonds.  With one party having a majority 

in both houses of Congress and the White House, there were indications that comprehensive 

tax reform legislation may be worked on this year.  ASCE and other partner associations 

wanted to remind Congress that tax-exempt municipal bonds are an important tool for local, 

county, and state agencies in financing projects.  Over 80% of projects are financed using 

tax-exempt municipal bonds.  On average, a tax-exempt municipal bond saves agencies 

around 2% in interest, saving them a substantial sum for long-term projects, helping to 

stretch taxpayers/users dollars. 

For this year’s visit, the 

Kansas City Section was 

represented by Ernie 

Longoria, P.E, PTOE and 

Sheryl Gallagher, P.E., 

D.GE.  Although weather 

kept the two from arriving 

until late Tuesday evening, 

they were able to attend 

the issues breakfast 

briefings and made visits 

onto Capitol Hill on 

Wednesday.   

As the Kansas Advocate, 

Ernie visited Senators 

Moran’ and Roberts’ and 

Representatives 

Marshall’s, Jenkins’, and 

Yoder’s offices and spoke 

with their staff about the 

three issues.  There is 

vacancy in one of the 

Representative districts as 

Representative Pompeo is 

now the CIA Director.  All 

of the staff were supportive 

of the issues and had voted 

Yea on approval of the 

FAST, WRDA/WIIN Acts, 

but would follow up with 

any questions they may 

have about the 2017 

Infrastructure Report Card 

or tax-exempt municipal bonds. 
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As the Missouri Advocate, 

Sheryl visited with Senators 

McCaskill’ and Blunt’ and 

Representative Graves’s offices 

and also spoke with their staff 

about the three issues.  

McCaskill’s staff was supportive 

but had more of a doom-gloom 

perspective on the appropriation 

side.  Blunt’ and Graves’s staff 

were all about getting the 

approved measures funded.  

Blunt’s office was excited about 

the new National report card 

and asked for more information 

from the aviation section that 

they could use for a meeting 

they had the following week. 

At the end of Wednesday’s 

visits, the National ASCE 

President hosted a Reception 

with appetizers and drinks.  

ASCE members reconvened 

and shared how their visits 

went.  It also gave them a chance to strategize how to take their experiences back to their 

Sections and Branches to help build more advocacy support home. 

 

Kansas and Missouri 2018 Infrastructure Report Card 

The Kansas City Section is combined with the St. Louis and Kansas Sections and the 

Wichita Branch for preparation for the 2018 Kansas and Missouri Report Cards.  We have 39 

volunteers across both states that are divided into the follow categories: Aviation, Bridges, 

Dams, Drinking Water, Energy, Inland Waterways, Levees, Ports, Rail, Roads, Schools, 

Stormwater and Wastewater.  We also have representatives from MoDOT and KDOT that 

will be involved in the review process and we are working on representatives from the Corps 

of Engineers. 

We had our kick-off webinars with National and the research has begun as of the 13th of 

April.  We can use more help in dams, inland waterways, levees, ports and schools – it is not 

too late to help!  
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Diversity Corner 
 

 

Spotlight: Ms. Sosena Teklemariam – 

Diversity & Inclusion Committee Co-Chair 

 

 

Hometown: 
 

 
 
 
 

Sosena was born in Harar, Ethiopia and grew up in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia.  She moved to the United States in 
December 1996 and has lived in Alameda, California, Silver 
Springs, Maryland and her current hometown of Kansas 
City, Missouri (Her favorite!). 

College(s) and Degree(s): 
 
 
 
 

Park University -Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics in May 
2006.   
 
University of Maryland, College Park - Master’s of Science 
in Civil Engineering, May 2009. 
 

Current Employer: 
 

 
 

DuBois Consultants, a minority owned Civil and Structural 
Engineering firm, since 2014 as a Structural Engineer. 
 

Job Function & Responsibilities: 
 
 

Requires preparing details and calculations for the 
structural aspect of a design project. 
 

 

 

On March 29, 2017, ASCE – KC Chapter members participated in the “Conversations with Civil 

Engineers” mentoring event at the National Society of Black Engineers 43rd Annual Conference held 

in downtown Kansas City.  Engineering students from all over the country attended the conference 

and we had the pleasure of meeting and speaking with over 100 students!  Special thanks to all those 

who volunteered for this event.  A very special thanks to Mr. Ozzy Bravo for coordinating!  It was a 

tremendous success! 

 

 

.  
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ASCE Younger Member Group 
PAST EVENTS 

Grain Valley STEM in the Gym 

Members of the YMG volunteered at Prairie Branch Elementary for the Grain Valley STEM in 

the Gym on February 15th.  They showed around 200 grade school and high school students 

how to create toothpick and gum drop bridges.  Those structures’ strength was tested by 

hanging Dixie cups in the middle of the span and adding weight (gum drops) until the bridges 

collapsed.  Students were also shown the effect of earthquakes when they were tasked with 

making Jenga block structures and testing them on shake tables.  There was also the cable-

stayed bridge on display. 
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Sea Life Aquarium Tour 

Members of the YMG took a behind the scenes tour of the Sea Life Aquarium in Crown 

Center.  The tour took attendees to areas of the aquarium not seen by the general public 

such as the life support system room, kitchen and quarantine areas.  Attendees inquired 

about different topics regarding the aquarium and aquatic life.  After the tour, some of the 

attendees went to Up Down for pizza, drinks and games. 
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Conversations with Civil Engineers 

Members of the YMG attended the NSBE national convention at the downtown Marriott to 

participate in Conversations with Civil Engineers on March 29th.  Civil engineering 

professionals from various areas (structural, geotechnical, water resources, transportation, 
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environmental, construction management and surveying/GIS) met with college students to 

discuss their civil engineering and career related questions. 
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Dream Big event with NSBE 

Young minds, engaged leaders, and seasoned educators caught a glimpse into the 

fascinating, impactful world of engineering during a special showing of the ASCE IMAX film 

Dream Big. The ASCE Kansas City Section Younger Member Group worked with NSBE’s 

annual convention to show the film and organize hands-on STEM activities for over 1,500 K-

12 students.  

 

On Friday, March 31st, 900 local students and 600 K-12 NSBE attendees joined over 30 

volunteers for an action-packed event at Cinetopia and the Museum at Prairiefire. 

Participants floated foil boats, launched ping pong balls down a zip line, and even created 

binary code bracelets. Huge displays for UMKC’s Steel Bridge team and a versatile 

cardboard suspension-to-cable-stay bridge drew large groups of students while laughter and 

squeals of surprise were heard throughout the night from the life-size wooden block stacking 

area.  

 

A student from Westview Elementary School in Olathe wrote, “Thank you for inviting us to 

see the movie Dream Big. My favorite part of the movie was when they built the bridge 

because the engineers and workers helped the people. I want to be an engineer because I 

want to help people.” 

 

The event was a huge success and we look forward to future showings of Dream Big! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Royals Game & Tailgate on June 23rd 
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Missouri S&T Education Programs 
  

                                                                                                           

                                                                                                          

http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
mailto:wernerje@mst.edu
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
mailto:wernerje@mst.edu
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ASCE Events 
  

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                          

http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://concrete.mst.edu/
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://dce.mst.edu/credit/care
http://concrete.mst.edu/
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ASCE Presents: Dream Big (Summer 2017) 

ASCE will present Dream Big in IMAX at the Union Station B&B Regnier Extreme Screen Theatre this Summer! 

DREAM BIG is an awe-inspiring journey through various engineering marvels around the world. With the best 

IMAX cameras there are and Jeff Bridges’ narration, you better be on the lookout Kansas City! To top it off, 

this not just a film for nerds. It is accompanied by STEM outreach activities and teaching curricula, for all ages, 

to inspire the engineers of the future. Kansas City has the added bonus of Science City adjacent to the film at 

Union Station, so your friends, family, and children can take part in hands on activities during your Dream Big 

experience. See the trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWoGKpK3koM 

 

We’ll soon be in touch with you and your companies for sponsorship opportunities, premiere tickets, and 

volunteer opportunities. ASCE Kansas City Section is already coordinating a huge outreach event with the 

NSBE convention on March 31st (7-11pm) and is calling for volunteers to share their engineering passion with 

students. We are also planning several screenings for our ASCE family and any collaborating organization 

interested. If you have an organization that is interested, please let us know! Contact akulesa@burnsmcd.com 

for any questions or to sign up for these opportunities. 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWoGKpK3koM
mailto:akulesa@burnsmcd.com
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mailto:kcASCE.golf@gmail.com

