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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

December 

6th – YMG December 

Meeting & Toys for 

Tots Drive 

 

8th – Geotechnical 

Evening Seminar 

 

15th – KC Section 

Meeting (Joint with 

MSPE) 

 

January 

20th – Annual 

Geotechnical 

Specialty Seminar, 

Geotechnical Site 

Characterization 

 

From the President 
 

The momentum through the current 

term is amazing.   

There has been good participation at 

our monthly luncheons, and we are 

continuing to find interesting topics 

from our speakers.  

Also, we’re hoping the reduced 

luncheon rates for Life Members and 

government employees will attract 

more members and clients. This was 

one of the many tips I learned when I 

attended the Presidents and 

Governors Forum in Reston, VA last 

September. Below is a group photo 

from that event, where other Section leaders gathered on the steps of 

the ASCE headquarters.  

December 2016 
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In October, the UMKC Student Group hosted us on campus where 

Linda Hall Library’s Eric Ward spoke on “Ribbon Across the Land” 

(the development of the US Interstate Highway system). Then we 

made a short walk over to the Linda Hall Library to see the exhibits.  

It is amazing how much we accomplished in the 1950’s, and 

managed to expand since. 

 
In November, we hosted SAME and met at the Grand Street Café to 

hear John Owens and Eric Bosch of Zahner spoke on the 

challenging repair of the one of the four lightning damaged Bartle 

Hall – Sky Station (sculpture).  These size of these sculptures are 

certainly deceptive, and we were reminded of the destructive power 

of lightning. 

  

2016-2017 ASCE Directors 

John Blancett, PE 
President 

jblancett@HNTB.com 

Ph. 816-527-2539 

Valeri McCaw, PE 
1st  Vice President Secretary 

vmccaw@vsmkc.com 

Ph. 816-914-1788 

Mike Winckler 
Continuing Director  Awards 

mwinckler@indepmo.org 

Ph. 816-325-7619 

Oswaldo Bravo 
2nd Year Director - Continuing Ed. 

obravo@terracon.com 

Ph. 913-998-7382 

Mo Ibrawish 
1st year Director - Technical 

Committees 

m_ibrawish@geotechnology.com 

Ernesto Longoria, PE 
Associate Member Director -  

UMKC Advisor 

ernie.longoria@opkansas.org 

Ph. 913-895-6258 
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We are still actively planning the “Dream Big” 

STEM film at Union Station, starting in mid-

February, so if you are involved arranging your 

firm’s sponsorship budgets for professional 

societies, before year-end, please earmark some 

2017 funds for helping us reach out to 

disadvantaged students in the metro.   

Also Sheryl Gallagher is helping to lead the effort to 

prepare both the Missouri and Kansas ASCE 

Infrastructure Report Cards starting in the Spring of 

2017, for the early 2018 release.  Roster positions 

for the various categories will need to be filled.  Our 

State governments need accurate and convincing 

information, clearly assembled, to escalate the 

concern and financial need. 

There have been some shifts in Chair positions, 

and we are glad to have a perpetual queue of 

devoted volunteers. Samantha Kevern has become 

our new Membership Chair.  Joe Sturgeon has stepped-in for Laura Irwin as 

Communications Chair, as she’s now on a field assignment.  Sarah Abdulwahid is helping 

Chad Charest as an Attendance Chair.  Yingwei “Alex” Wu is our Programs Chair, but he 

could use some assistance next term because we will be in phase to host more of the 

monthly meetings where speakers are needed.  Paige Snow stepped-in for Libby Loeffler as 

Dinner Chair, and just as Alex, she could use some help next term. 

Also, in regards to shifts, I am blessed to have the devotion of the current Board members.  

Recently Mike Schmitz accepted employment in Seattle, so he had to resign as Treasurer.  

Valerie McCaw has moved up into his position, while Mohamad Ibrawish and Ozzy Bravo will 

be stepping-in to split Valerie’s Secretary duties, while maintaining their current positions.  It 

appears next term, there will be three Board opening, which are great opportunities for the 

pending nominees. 

If you ever have any questions or comment, please do not hesitate to contact me 

(jblancett@hntb.com). 

I look forward to seeing you at all of the upcoming events! 

Sincerely,  

John Blancett, PE, ENV SP 

President, Kansas City Section ASCE 

 

  

mailto:jblancett@hntb.com
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Government / Public Relations Committee 
 
Now that the elections are over, we must look forward our representatives' stance on 
infrastructure issues. Now is the time to reach out to those that were re-elected. Congratulate 
them and let them know that you can be a resource for them.  Your legislator can be found 
using the links below and entering your address. 
 

Missouri http://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/default.aspx/default.aspx 
Kansas http://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/ 

 
Time is nearing for the Missouri and Kansas States report cards update. We are looking for 
volunteers to help with that process. Areas discussed in the report card include aviation, 
drinking water, energy, railroads, dams, levees, roads, bridges, schools, and possibly other 
areas as covered in the national report card. Please contact Sheryl Gallagher 
(sgallagher@geotechnology.com)  or Bryce Coulter (coulterbryce@gmail.com) if you are 
interested. 
 
 

YMG Past Events 
 
Kickoff Meeting 
 

The YMG had its Kickoff Meeting at 
Waldo Pizza on September 20th. 
Over 40 people attended including a 
number of students and new 
members. Everyone enjoyed pizza 
and drinks as they got a chance to 
network and visit with others. After 
everyone was settled in, the new 
officers introduced themselves and 
talked about upcoming events. The 
UMKC student chapter president and 
the Kansas City Section president 
also talked about upcoming events. 

 
Fall Highway Cleanup 
 
The YMG did their biannual highway 
cleanup along I-435 just north of 
Gregory Boulevard for 3 hours on 
October 15th. Over 15 large bags of 
trash were collected. The group was 
enthusiastic and got to enjoy pizza 
afterwards. 
 
 
 

http://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/default.aspx/default.aspx
http://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/
mailto:sgallagher@geotechnology.com
mailto:coulterbryce@gmail.com
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Sporting KC Game & 
Tailgate 
 
The YMG hosted its annual 
tailgate at the Sporting KC 
game. Kaw Valley 
Engineering sponsored the 
tailgate where YMG officers 
grilled hamburgers and hot 
dogs and served cold beer on 
a hot fall day. A number of 
attendees played yard 
 games including washers 
and beanbag toss. After the 
tailgate, everyone headed into Children's Mercy Park where Sporting KC defeated the San 
Jose Earthquakes 2-0 to make it into the playoffs. 

Construction Claims Case Study Presentation at KU Edwards 
 
On November 3rd, Dr. William J. 
Kirkham of the University of Kansas 
gave a case study presentation about a 
four-story, 250,000 square foot assisted 
living facility that filed a $12 million 
lawsuit for numerous design and 
construction defects. A design firm with 
25 years of experience in wood 
structures found itself defending against 
these claims. The claims and causes of 
the alleged damage were discussed. 
What the designer could have done to 
better protect themselves from the 
owner’s action was also discussed. 
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Raytown STEM in the GYM 
 
Volunteers fro  m the YMG 
attended STEM in the Gym at 
Raytown High School on  
November 15th. They showed 
over 200 grade school and high 
school students how to create 
toothpick and gum drop bridges. 
The strength of these bridges 
was tested by hanging Dixie cups 
in the middle and adding weight 
until the bridges collapsed. 
Students were also shown the 
effect of earthquakes when they 
were tasked with making Jenga 
block structures and testing them 
on shake tables. 
 
 
 

UMKC ASCE Student Chapter 
 
For the third year in a row, the 
UMKC ASCE chapter attended 
the Raytown School District's 
STEM in the Gym outreach 
event. The students brought 
last year's steel bridge and let 
the elementary school kids 
climb on the bridge. The 
students talked to the kids 
about the strength of steel and 
how the bridge could support at 
least ten times its own weight. 
The elementary school kids 
enjoyed climbing on the bridge 
and were surprised at how 
many people it could hold. The 
students also talked with the 
older students and parents 
about civil engineering and 
what it takes to become an 
engineer. The event was a 
success and we are looking 
forward to attending the event 
again next year.  
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The UMKC steel bridge team has finalized the structural design portion of this year's 
competition bridge.  The final weeks of the semester will be used to complete welding jig 
construction, send out sponsorship packages, and order specialized connections.  
Fabrication is scheduled to begin within the coming weeks.  The team plans to complete 
construction in March 2017 with all additional time used for competition practice.   
 

 
 
 

Missouri State ASCE Student Chapter 
 

The ASCE Missouri 

State Student Chapter 

had some very special 

visitors here in the 

past month! On 

October 28th, Mike 

Winckler, 2016-17 

ASCE Kansas City 

Section’s Continuing 

Director, visited and 

gave an insight of his 

career in Public Works. He had some pretty interesting picture of some success stories and 

projects that are still being worked on.  On November 10th, Aaron Fritz, Region 7 Governor, 

visited and spoke on the importance of ASCE and some of the projects ASCE is working on, 

such as, Raise the Bar, Dream Big, and the WSCL conference in February that we hope to 
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attend. Both of these 

meetings were a great 

success of getting the 

student body involved in 

ASCE and are very 

thankful of both, Aaron 

Fritz and Mike Winckler. 

 

 

 

Awards Committee  

YMG President Stinger Recognized  

YMG President Stephen Stinger was recognized in Ingram’s magazine’s October edition “20 

in Their Twenties class of 2016” article.  Ingram’s annually recognizes employees throughout 

all industries making a real impact in the world with the determination of an entrepreneur.  

Congratulations to Stephen for this recognition!  Please check out the entire article at:   

http://ingrams.com/article/20-in-their-twenties-2016/ 

 

Civil Engineer of the Year Award 

The Kansas City Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers will recognize a “Civil 
Engineer of the Year” for 2016.  This is an annual tradition to recognize the important 
contributions to our society that are provided by civil engineers.  The selection will be based 
the candidate who best meets one or more of the following criteria: 

 Exemplary professional conduct in a specific outstanding instance in 2016; 
 Established reputation for professional service; 
 Significant contribution toward improving the professional aspects of civil engineering 

education; 
 Professional guidance of qualified young persons who would seek civil engineering as 

a career, or professional development of young civil engineers in the formative stages 
of their careers. 

 
The Civil Engineer of the Year will be chosen based on information submitted.  The selection 
committee may ask additional questions during the selection process, at the committee’s 
discretion, to clarify specific points or gather additional information. 
 
Submittal Requirements: 

 1-2 pages in length on 8.5” x 11” paper, single sided , 
 Submitted in either electronic .pdf format or in hard copy. 

http://ingrams.com/article/20-in-their-twenties-2016/
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 Submissions may be by email or hand delivery.  A .pdf delivered on CD or other 
common storage medium is also acceptable. 

 Include contact information for nominated Civil Engineer 
 Include contact information for person nominating, if different. 
 Include a description of how and why the Civil Engineer personifies one or more of the 

selection criteria. 

The first three completed submittals will be eligible for a $25 cash award.  A plaque 
and cash honorarium will be awarded to honor the selected Engineer of the Year. 
 

Submittals will be accepted beginning January 9, 2017,  
and shall be delivered prior to 4 PM on February 9, 2017 to: 

 
Attn:  Chad Johnson, ASCE KC Section Awards Co-Chair 

Olsson Associates 
7301 W 133rd St., Suite 200 

Overland Park, KS 66213 
Email: cjohnson@olssonassociates.com  

Questions? – Contact Chad Johnson 913-381-1170 

 

Civil Engineering Project of the Year 

The Kansas City Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers will recognize a “Project 
of the Year” for 2016.  This is an annual tradition to recognize the important contributions to 
our lives and lifestyle that are provided through civil engineering projects.  In order to be 
eligible, the project must have been substantially complete by December 16, 2016 and have 
been constructed in the KC Section area.  The award will recognize the Owner, Civil 
Engineering firm of record and the General Contractor.  The award will be given to the project 
that is most exceptional in the Civil Engineering design aspects in at least one of the 
following categories: 

 New or innovative technologies, design, or construction. 
 Creative Solutions 
 New or refined methodology applied to the Project to enhance sustainability 

The Project of the Year will be chosen based on information submitted.  The selection 
committee may ask additional questions during the selection process, at the committee’s 
discretion, to clarify specific points or gather additional information.   

Submittal Requirements: 

 1-3 pages in length on 8.5” x 11” paper, single sided 
 Submitted in either electronic .pdf format or in hard copy. 
 Submissions may be by email or hand delivery.  A .pdf delivered on CD or other 

common storage medium is also acceptable. 
 Include organization and contact information for Project Owner 
 Include firm and contact information for Civil Engineering firm of record 

mailto:cjohnson@olssonassociates.com


Page 10  Volume 35, Issue 2 
 

 Include firm and contact information for General Contractor 
 Include project cost 
 Include a description of the project and how it demonstrated exceptional Civil 

Engineering. 

Submittals will be accepted beginning January 9, 2017  
and shall be delivered prior to 4 PM on February 9, 2017 to: 

 
Attn:  Chad Johnson, ASCE KC Section Awards Chair 

Olsson Associates 
7301 W 133rd St., Suite 200 

Overland Park, KS 66213 
Email: cjohnson@olssonassociates.com  

Questions? – Contact Chad Johnson 913-381-1170 
 

 

Spotlight:  Mrs. LaTonya Hill  

Education:       Bachelor of Civil Engineering, 

 University of Missouri - Kansas City,  1995 

  

 Masters of Business Administration 

 Keller Graduate School of Management, 2001 

 

Occupation:  Lead Project Estimator, Oil and Gas Division 

 Black & Veatch (2008) 

 

Responsibilities: To estimate the cost required to design, engineer and construct large 

scale Liquefied Natural Gas Plants (LNG).  

 

Future Goals: To become Estimating Manager within the next 5 years, and to continue 

to encourage young women to enter the engineering field. 

 

Advice: Never stay stagnant in your career.  Always challenge yourself to learn, 

grown and develop, and encourage the generation after you to do the 

same. 

 

mailto:cjohnson@olssonassociates.com
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Geotechnical Committee 

The geotechnical evening 

presentation held on October 6 

kicked off the geotechnical 

committees 2016-2017 

schedule of events. The 

evening presentation featured 

the topic Unsaturated Soil 

Mechanics: Background and 

Relevance for Engineering 

Practice, by Dr. Dr. Dunja 

Peric, Kansas State University. 

The topic was well received by 

the attendees and resulted in 

interesting dialog between presenter and attendees in the question and answer session that 

followed the presentation.  

The next evening technical presentation will be Thursday, December 8, at the UMKC 

Diastole Scholars Center, 2501 Ho lmes Street, Kansas City, MO. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. social 

hour/hors d’oeuvres/beverages., with presentation at 6:30 p.m. The topic of the technical 

presentation is, Clarifying the Role of the Geotechnical Engineer of Record (GER) on 

Projects Involving Geotechnical Specialty Contractors (GSC), by Steve Wendland of 

Kleinfelder.  

The planning committee is 

finalizing the Annual Kansas 

City Specialty Seminar that is 

scheduled for Friday, January 

20, 2017. The theme of the 

seminar is “Geotechnical Site 

Characterization”. The seminar 

will include topics ranging from 

conducting geotechnical 

investigations, and geotechnical 

data management, to the topic 

of differing subsurface 

conditions. The venue for the conference is currently being finalized.  

Planning has begun for the Annual Kansas City Geotechnical Conference to be held on 

Thursday, April 20, 2017. The venue for the conference has not been finalized. The Keynote 

speaker will be Dr. Jean-Louis Briaud, Texas A&M University. 
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RECAP: UMKC PE Review Course 

The UMKC 

Review Course for 

the Civil PE exam 

was monumental 

for getting 

prepared. Classes 

consisted of both 

general exam 

topics for the 

morning session 

and some classes 

were reserved for 

afternoon in-depth 

review. The 

schedule of 

classes also 

provided the 

framework of time 

to devote to each 

topic. Instructors 

were encouraging and very knowledgeable in explaining which the types of problems and 

which problems would only be encountered in the afternoon specific session. Plus, getting 

questions answered by a panel of young professionals who recently took the course in the 

very first class experience was a huge relief. 

Things to improve would be updating the slides to represent the current topics included in the 

exam (all of the intros were out of date and caused confusion with the instructors). The 

computer mouse and keyboard used for the class usually wasted several minutes because it 

would stick.  

 


